Introduction
There are about 30 species of octopus described from Australian waters (Lu and Phillips, 1985) . As part of an ongoing study of the fauna, a systematic revision of the inshore benthic octopodids of south-eastern Australia was undertaken (Stranks, 1988) , and three undescribed species of Octopus were identified. This paper describes the new species. More details will be included with the future publication of a larger monographic revision of the Octopodidae of south-eastern Australia.
The counts, measurements and indices listed are as defined by Roper and Voss (1983) Octopus warringa sp. nov.
Figures la-f
Polypus duplex. -Berry, 1917: II, text fig. 5 (non Octopus duplex Hoyle, 1885).
Robsonella australis. -Benham. 1942: 227. text fig. 3, pis 18, 19 (partim). -Dell, 1952: 32, pi. Hoyle, 1885) .
Octopus Species A. -Stranks. 1988 (Stranks, 1988) .
Etymology. The specific epithet warringa is derived from an Australian Aboriginal word meaning "the sea", and is to be treated as indeclinable.
Remarks. There has been discussion about the generic placement of this species. Octopus Warringa has been previously incorrectly identified and described under the name Rohsonclla australis (Hoyle, 1885 Berry, 1917) ; and Rohsonclla australis (Hoyle, 1885) (as used by Benham, 1942; Dell, 1952; 1959; Brough, 1965) . Two detailed descriptions exist for Octopus warringa (Benham, 1942; Dell, 1952 Berry (1917) (Brough, 1965) . O. warringa has mature eggs with a small egg length index (7-13% of mantle length), and the newly hatched juveniles are small, with a total length of approximately 4 mm (Brough, 1965;  An inshore species, living on sand bottom, and among seagrass, at depths from 0-49 m (Stranks, 1988 (Stranks, 1988 The biology of the species is unknown.
